184	MODERN TURKEY
In spite of all that has been done, in spite of all the
objects which we have safely stored in museums, the work
has only begun. If one takes a map of Mesopotamia in
which the ancient sites are indicated and on which the^
sites where excavations have been carried on are under-;
scored, he will be astonished to see how many kaown sites
of ancient cities remain unexamined. And yet there are
undoubtedly hundreds of buried cities which have not
yet been recognized. Then if one takes plans, or even
photographs, of the excavated parts of the places that
have been chosen for investigation, and compares them
with plans showing the areas of unexcavated parts still
worth examination, he will observe that the pits and
trenches of the excavators make a very small show-
ing upon large blank spaces. The volumes of the un-
known regarding these ancient peoples, are far larger
and more numerous than the volumes of the known, and
it rests largely now with us to decide whether knowledge
in this field shall be increased, or whether we shall
rest upon the achievements of those who came before
us.
Subsequent Mesopotamian archaeology related to Per-
sian and Greek, Parthian and Roman occupation of
the country which seem to have left far fewer monu-
ments, although Parthian remains of considerable extent
have been found by several excavators who were in search,
of older things; but the Christian period in Mesopotamia
is known to have been important from the standpoint of
archaeology. The little independent Kingdom of Edessa
in upper Mesopotamia, existing from 137 b. c. to 216 a. d.
was very active during the Christian period, yet little or
nothing is known of the architecture of Edessa either
before or after the establishment of Christianity, saving
some illuminated manuscripts of rare beauty. Little is
known of the great fortresses and fortified towns which
the Byzantine emperors are known to have built in

